CAESAR     IN      ABYSSINIA

Wehib Pasha continued, undisturbed by his friends.
Trenches . . . defence . . . trenches . . . defence. Daggah-
bur could not be taken, and Jijiga could not be taken.
The morale of the troops was very high, and the Somalis
who fought for the Italians had given up the struggle . . .
one heard were murdering their officers.

And the charm of it all, as I think back on it now, is
that old Wehib was so very nearly right. The air bombard-
ments of Daggahbur, from November to April, had no
effect whatsoever : even when gas was used. Eleven dead.
From November to April Graziani made no more progress
in the Ogaden. Ethiopian morale mounted to bursting
point.

The General Staff decided to issue a communique. It
was the first, last, and only communique issued by the
Ogaden General Staff. It was issued especially for us. It
all arose out of a question which Collins asked about
Walwal.

" Congratulations," said Collins, " on your reconquest
ofWalwal."

" Long live Ethiopia," I echoed, feebly.

"What do you mean?" asked Nasibu rather testily,
thinking that we were making fun of him. " Haven't you
retaken Walwal?" asked Collins, Nasibu's gracious
manners, swept aside in a moment of irascibility, returned.
" I'm afraid I can't claim as much as that," he said,
smiling.

Collins had arrived before us in Jijiga. The telephone
was still open, and while the telephone is open there is
news. Two Belgian officers who formed the Rival General
Staff at Jijiga had met Collins and said to him, " You
know the news? Walwal is ours." Collins in amaze-
ment said ce Really ! " and the Belgians confirmed their
own story.

The Belgians of course were never in a position to
confirm anything. Whether they were serious or not, and
they were generally serious fit to burst, they had nothing
to be serious about because they never knew anything.
But we did not know that then, and the recapture of Wal-
wal was duly flashed about the world.

" But this is ridiculous," said Collins.